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GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

Dear Families, 
 

The month of December brought us a variety of events in our schools.  From the 
high school productions of Almost Maine and A Delightful Quarantine, to holi-
day concerts in our schools, to the opening of the winter sports season – it is a 
constant delight to see our talented students and staff at work.   
 

For all of us associated with schools, the beginning of the school year in Septem-
ber is really “New Year’s Day”.  It’s a chance for us to set new goals, try new ap-
proaches, and to think about what kind of person/learner/teacher we want to be 
for this new school year.   
 

Then comes January 1, the official start of the New Year.  While others are setting 
new goals for themselves, we school folks already have four months of practice 
under our belts.  January is our chance to reflect upon our successes so far this 
school year, and consider small refinements to the work we’ve already begun.   
 

As a school district, we have committed to three strategic goals: 
 

 Our district will create an innovative and rigorous educational experience in a border-
less learning community that produces creative students who are problem-solvers and 
self-directed individuals. 

 All students will receive social and emotional support to become adaptable, confident 
citizens who embody self-awareness and strong interpersonal skills, capable of respon-
sible decision-making and managing their emotions and behaviors. 

 Our community of adult learners will be fully engaged in professional growth experiences 

which enable them to continuously hone their craft and maximize student achievement. 
 

As we enter into 2019, we are excited to continue the important work of provid-
ing the children of Parsippany with rich experiences and a positive support sys-
tem.  We will present an update on our progress toward these goals at our Janu-
ary 17 Board of Education meeting.  Members of the public and our school com-
munity are always welcome at these meetings and are encouraged to view 
presentations on our district website. 
 

Best wishes for a wonderful holiday and a healthy and         
prosperous New Year! 
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On November 29th, the BMS 8th grade band and chorus performed 
their annual 5th grade assembly which showcases the talented music 
department at Brooklawn Middle School while also giving the 5th 
grade music students important information about how the music 
schedule works in middle school.  The chorus performed Baby It's 
Cold Outside and A Million Dreams and the band performed the Cho-
rale from Jupiter and Highlights from Frozen.  Also, several students 
from both ensembles spoke in front of their peers to explain all the 
wonderful facets of our music program and musical offerings at BMS.  
 

Thank you to our students, music and choir teachers and all in attendance at this year’s assembly! 

BROOKLAWN BAND AND CHORUS SHINE! 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


 
In the spirit of giving, the Student Council at Parsippany Hills High School runs an annual Toy 
Drive for the New Jersey Battered Women’s Shelter. During this annual event, students, staff, 
and faculty members are invited to bring in new and unused toys which are placed into a box that 
is provided in homerooms. These toys are later collected, counted, and sorted into different cate-
gories for the Battered Women’s Shelter. Once the toys are delivered to the shelter, they create a 
holiday boutique for the residents to enjoy, at no cost to them. Everyone at the Hills looks for-
ward to participating in the Toy Drive each year; however, the Student Council invests hours of 
work to ensure its success. Before the drive begins, Student Council members contact the custodi-
ans so they can save extra boxes for each homeroom during the collection. These boxes are la-
beled accordingly and delivered. After every week, the boxes are checked for toys, which are then 
collected and stored in the Student Council closet. At the end of the Toy Drive, all of the toys are 

gathered into one room, sorted into different 
categories based on guidelines from the shel-
ter and are transported to the Battered Wom-
en’s Shelter. This toy drive presents students 
with the opportunity to give back to their com-
munity and to those who are in need of aid 
while also competing for prizes. Incentives like 
a bagel breakfast for the winning homeroom 
and spirit points to the grades that bring in 
the most amount of toys are offered. Further-
more, the Student Council partners with the 
PHHS Key Club to help promote this event. 
Key Club provides service hours to all mem-
bers of the club who participate in the event by 
bringing in one or more toys. Through this 
collaborative effort, the Student Council at 
Parsippany Hills High School coordinates the 

Toy Drive in order to take part in this season of giving and to allow everyone to have a happy holi-
day, especially for those in need. #VIKINGSGIVE 

Written by Austin Ruth and Kelsey Mogan 

PARSIPPANY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL 

Kindness was in full force at Littleton School this holiday 
season! In conjunction w ith Littleton ’s PTA, we participated 
in a shoebox packing and donation to needy children. Students 
packed personal care items, clothing, crafts, and toys. As a school, 

each class packed many boxes to support children in need 
all over the world during the holidays. Littleton has also 
been working with Family Intervention Services, Inc. lo-
cated in Denville to receive and deliver donated gifts to 
distribute to families in Morris County. As a non-profit 
organization, Family Intervention Services relies on the 
goodwill of our New Jersey neighbors to partner with us 
to help ensure that every child grows up in a safe, secure, 
and nurturing environment. Thank you to all of our stu-
dents and their families who participated in these worthy 
projects! 
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LITTLETON GIVES BACK! 

            



PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI RETURNS FOR GUEST TALK 

Lake Hiawatha Elementary School was one of a select number of 
schools in the tristate area chosen to participate in a pilot for the 

Nintendo Labo classroom program 
with the Institute of Play, a New York-
based nonprofit committed to creating 
transformational play-based educa-
tional experiences. Nintendo Labo is a 
powerful classroom tool that combines 
tactile and digital experiences to foster 
Future Ready skills aligned to NJ Science & Technology Learning Stand-
ards. Third grade classrooms at Lake Hiawatha participated in the pilot 

this fall and were introduced to basic principles of design and technology.   
Article appeared in USA Today, October 23, 2018. Full article can be found HERE.  
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LAKE HIAWATHA SCHOOL LABO GAMING KITS 

In October we were proud to have Par High alumni Matt 
Newman (’92) back to speak to our students at a Service 
Night. Matt has been traveling the country delivering 
TEDx talks about his experience with brain cancer. After 
experiencing horrible headaches, insomnia, and strange 
speech issues for four months, Matt realized something 
was very wrong. When Matt finally went to the hospital, 
the doctors confirmed the worst; he had grade three as-
trocytoma. Matt was diagnosed with brain cancer at 39 
years old. Luckily, he had someone to help him through 
every terrible moment. Matt’s father-in-law Larry was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer three years earlier. The 
two men found support in each other and their combined family as they worked to find normalcy in an 
abnormal situation. Matt’s memoir, Starting at the Finish Line, chronicles the journey his family and 
support group took, which led him to a place of clarity, understanding, and appreciation. Matt has 
shared his journey through multiple TEDx talks. 

            LAKE PARSIPPANY—PENGUIN OF THE MONTH! 
 

Mrs. Weber’s and Ms. Gosden’s third grade classes en-
joyed the culmination of their mystery reading unit with a 
visit from Detective Gosden today.   Students have enjoyed 
the opportunity to utilize their reading skills to identify 
important clues and draw conclusions to determine how to 
solve a problem or mystery. Our detectives made their way 
around the school collecting and finding clues that were 
strategically located.  

Great job by our Penguin Detectives! 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2018/10/23/how-your-school-could-get-free-nintendo-labo-gaming-kit/1695837002/


MT. TABOR ‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING 

The holiday season is a perfect time to reflect on our blessings and seek out 

ways to make life better for those around us.  At Mt. Tabor School, we are 

thankful for knowing that our parents, members of the PTA, district person-

nel,  and community members are here for us and that we can always count 

on their support.   Our students have been involved in several activities this 

month to spread holiday cheer and to give back to our community. 

Our students participated in the 10th Annual Great 

Bedtime Story Pajama Drive.   The program is a na-

tional nonprofit organization that promotes and 

supports a comforting bedtime routine for children 

affected by instability to help them thrive.  For eve-

ry pajama donated, Scholastic Book Clubs will match that number by donat-

ing books.  Our media specialist Mrs. Raff spearheaded the drive and our 

students collected over seventy-five pairs of pajamas which will be donated 

to families in the Morris County area. 

Our K-Kids collected unwrapped toys as part of Senator Pennacchio’s Annual Holiday Toy Drive.  

During the past three years, the schools that have participated in this collection have managed to 

gather thousands of toys to be donated to needy children.  Our staff and families donated approxi-

mately seventy-five toys!  We would like to thank our student advisors Mrs. Krivanec, Mrs. Reggiani 

and Mrs. Williams for supporting this toy drive.   

The Central Middle School Builder's Club, advised by teachers Mr. Greg Winick and Mrs. Jennifer 

Lepre, strives to involve students in strengthening community relationships. This year, they visited 

the Parsippany Child Care Center in October.  Mr. Winick entertained the 3-5 year olds with his spe-

cial magic show. The children's faces were lighting up as he dazzled them with sleight of hand tricks 

and employed many delighted volunteers.  Then, they broke into groups as students went to different 

classrooms and played games, colored pictures, built blocks, and went outside, as well.  Our middle 

schoolers were reminded of a simpler time and genuinely enjoyed themselves!  

Next, the group began organizing the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. The students made flyers to 

hang around the school to get the word out.  Students worked with Mrs. Anne Sutherland in guidance 

to identify recipients and hung up Tom the Turkey in 

the hallway with post-its detailing foods for the meals. 

Students took post-its and brought in items. In the 

end, the club was able to supply full Thanksgiving din-

ners, including turkeys, to three families in need.  

Looking ahead, the club is planning to visit an elemen-

tary school and the Baldwin Oaks senior facility, as 

well as organize the Spring Clothing Drive.  CMS stu-

dents are getting a strong sense of satisfaction through 

serving the community and helping others and we are 

grateful for their time and effort. 
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CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL—BUILDERS CLUB 



ROCKAWAY MEADOW Extending Learning Beyond The 4 Walls Of The Classroom  

Rockaway Meadow School continues to seek out ways to extend learning for our students beyond the four 
walls of the classroom.  Teachers in all grade levels and subject areas are committed to finding ways to 
utilize resources from the homes and local community to enrich the curriculum for our students.   

At Back To School Night, parents are asked to identify a specific skill or attribute that they feel is appro-
priate and meaningful to share with the students at Rockaway Meadow School. It is the responsibility of 
the teachers to then contact the parent(s) and set up a time for the lesson/presentation to be held.  Across 
grade levels, some of the parent presentations to date include a visit from: NJ State Trooper, Detective, 
Sales Representatives, Business Analyst, Engineer, and a Biotechnologist.  Several parents of students in 
kindergarten also came to RMS to assist with Pumpkin Carving Math activities (a big hit with the kids).  

Teachers at Rockaway Meadow School have also found ways to capitalize on the opportunities to enhance 
instruction through resources found close to home.  Some of the highlights from this year include: Kin-
dergarten students … visited by the local librarian and an individual who taught them some simple sign 
language.  Fifth grade students … met virtually through Google Meet with students from schools in a 
neighboring town as they learned about the Engineering Design Process.  Students in grades K-4 … were 
visited by some of our local first responders during Fire Safety Week.  

When asked about these unique and authentic learning experiences, the students had the following to say: 

Demir (Kindergarten)…. “I liked learning about sign language. The letters were not hard to learn at all.” 

Sarah (Kindergarten)… “It was fun to feel the inside of the pumpkins. We got to count the seeds!” 

Alex (Grade 2) … “My favorite visitor was the detective. I liked hearing about all the things she does at her job.” 

Mihika (Grade 2)… “My favorite visitor was my mom. She is an Engineer. I like hearing about everything she does at her job.” 

Anais (Grade 5)… “The Google Meet was really fun! The other kids were clapping when they opened up our boxes that we sent to them.”  

Matty (Grade 5)… “I liked being able to interact with kids from another school.” 

Olivia (Grade 5)… “It was fun to see them open up the boxes. We also got to explain the project to them.” 

Jianna (Grade 5)… “I liked seeing their (other students) reactions when they opened up the boxes. They were excited when the chip was not broken.” 

 

As a school, we will continue to find ways to 
enlist the extra re-
sources from homes 
and the community 
to enrich the          
curriculum for             
our students.  

EASTLAKE PEN PALS TO REACH OUT TO OTHERS   
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This holiday season, in addition to preparing for our holiday con-
certs and celebrations, several Eastlake students will be trying to 
reach out to others by forming a pen pal system with other stu-
dents.  Students, Emily Guerra Sanchez and Abby Maldonado 
were motivated to start this program after they read the book Pen 
Pals by Amy Helfer with Reading Teacher Christine O’Con-
nor.  Afterwards, they asked Counselor Bonnie Griesemer about 
trying to create some form of system to communicate with other 
schools and students from other places in their grade levels. The 

motivation is that we can learn from other students and have them learn from us. Another aspect is that 
the students can utilize and apply the reading and writing skills they are learning with their letters.  The 
girls hope to do this with local schools, and then perhaps expanding out to schools in other states and per-
haps even internationally to other countries. They will be working on this social and cultural initiative 
throughout the holiday season and into the new year. We know it will be an informative and rewarding 
experience led by our students who are looking to expand their educational walls. 



 

Each year, during the months of November and December, the car-

ing community of Knollwood School supports Operation Holi-

day.  A giving tree is placed in our school's lobby and parents and 

staff members are asked to choose a "wish" from the tree.  Each 

wish is a small gift request from an individual or family who are 

victims of heart-rending circumstances including illness, poverty, 

homelessness, and domestic abuse.  This year, by the generosity of 

our many Knollwood families and staff members, we were able to 

donate approximately 75 gifts for over 6 families in need.  Opera-

tion Holiday is run through The Woman's Club of Morristown and 

Knollwood School is proud to have supported this program for 

more than 10 years.    

KNOLLWOOD SCHOOL CARING COMMUNITY SUPPORTS OPERATION 

 

The STRIVE program is busy and working every minute of the day to learn new strategies and ways 
to interact with their classmates. We had a great time on our field trip to Brookhollow Barnyard and 
Farms! Between pumpkin picking and feeding the animals, the boys had a blast. To improve our so-
cial skills, we are writing scripts with our classmates and then using an online program called SiLAS 
to interact in different social situations. With all this hard work and non-stop learning, we were still 
able to fit in our first and second shopping experience of the 
school year. We continue to STRIVE, and be our BEST selves to 
learn on a daily basis. 

INTERVALE SCHOOL—STRIVE! 



TROY HILLS SCHOOL—THE PRINGLE DESIGN CHALLENGE  

Fifth grade students in Mrs. von Dohlen’s Science class recently completed The Offi-
cial Pringles Challenge.  The Pringle’s Challenge is a STEM activi-
ty that requires problem solving, imagination, creativity, and col-
laboration. 
 

Working in small groups, our 5th graders designed packaging 
which can transport a single Pringles potato chip from the U.S. Post 
Office in another town back to Troy Hills. The goal is to design a 
packaging that will keep the chip perfectly intact during the entire 
journey.  

 
Packages were mailed in late November and eight out of nine returned to Troy Hills 

in Early December. To date, one package is still on its quest back to Troy Hills! Our 5th grade class 

had the big unveiling last week and are happy to report major success! 

The Northvail community strives to develop supportive relationships among students, staff and par-

ents.  The Northvail community believes in the development of essential qualities that build character 

and citizenship, such as fairness, concern for others, and responsibility.  

     The pictures in these collages demonstrate just a splattering of the many activities that have taken 

place at Northvail since the start of this school year that emphasizes community outreach, partner-

ships with organizations, working with others, obtaining new knowledge, and showing school spirit.  

Whether children went on a PTA sponsored field trip, spread cheer to residents at the Troy Hills Cen-

ter or were engaged in active learning activities within the classroom, a common thread exists among 

them: students, parents, and staff members all play a part in the “cog of the wheel” at Northvail 

School.   

     As another calendar 

year comes to a close 

and a new one ap-

proaches, the North-

vail community looks 

forward to creating 

many more vibrant 

moments that will fos-

ter new school tradi-

tions while retaining 

annual ones, as well as 

promoting helpful-

ness, inclusiveness, 

and social responsibil-

ity among its citizens.  

Wishing everyone 

peace, love and joy 

throughout 2019! 

NORTHVAIL  



   
Parsippany Education Foundation, Inc. awards grants to teachers, parents 
and students in the Parsippany-Troy Hills Township School District for programs that 
demonstrate novel ideas in enhancing education opportunities for students in the school 
district. To date, The Parsippany Education Foundation has granted over $343,000 to 
our school district to fund new and innovative programs.   
 

This year the PEF has granted awards totaling $13,057.64 to the schools named below: 
 
Life Cycle of a Caterpillar—Eastlake 
Preschoolers at Eastlake will be able to see firsthand, caterpillars becoming butterflies over the course of 
two weeks. 
 
Nintendo Switch Labo Instruments—Troy Hills & Knollwood 
Students will use their musical knowledge to program Nintendo Switch gaming consoles into musical in-
struments that are fit for performance. 
 
Up All Knight Café—Brooklawn Middle School 
Up All Knight Café provides a coffee and snack business opportunity to students in the multiple disabili-
ties program. 
 
There is Only One You—Lake Parsippany 
As a community service project, 5th grade students will paint rocks that encourage their uniqueness, di-
versity, and acceptance of others. 
 
Battle of the Books—Mount Tabor 
The Battle of the Books is a program designed to promote the enjoyment of reading and build a communi-
ty amongst readers. 
 
The Gift of Music for PHHS 50th Birthday—Parsippany Hills 
To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the opening of PHHS, we would like to commission a new com-
position for the PHHS band. This music will be premiered by the PHHS band in 2019, and used for the 
recessional at PHHS graduations for many years. 
 
Rock Out Loud—Rockaway Meadow 
Music motivates students with autism to become actively engaged in learning activities, and encourages 
social skills and language development. 
 
ChipWrecks and RedBots!—Parsippany Hills 
The PHHS Robotics Team is a STEM-based club that creates robots for the worldwide competition, 
FIRST Tech Challenge. We utilize skills learned from the curriculum such as mathmatics, CAD engineer-
ing, physics and computer science for creating our robots. 
 
Enhancing Community Based Instruction for the Secondary Schools—CMS, BMS, PHS 
This grant will provide students with multiple disabilities across the district with the opportunity to in-
crease functional skills needed in life, by allowing them to take part in age appropriate activities outside 
the classroom. 
 
Storytelling and Puppets = Amplified Student Voices—Troy Hills 
The purpose of this proposal is to promote our entire student body to become more enthusiastic expres-
sive and confident public speakers through storytelling and learning the art of puppetry. 
 
Thank you to the Foundation for making a real difference in the lives of our students!! 
 

For information on how to help the PEF please visit their website:   pef4kids.com 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/
http://pef4kids.com/


Attention Parents! 

 
If you are interested in reading the book Crazy-Stressed: Saving Today’s Over-
whelmed Teens with Love, Laughter, and the Science of Resilience by Dr. Michael 
Bradley as part of a Superintendent Book Club, please e-mail me at besar-
gent@pthsd.net by Friday, January 11.  Books will be provided in advance and we 
will set aside two (2) evening sessions for our literary discussions.  Attendance at 
both sessions is not required. 

 
Dr. Michael Bradley is a psychologist who specializes in adolescent behavior.  I think you’ll find 
his book to be very practical, smart, and humorous in its approach to helping teens navigate a 
pretty stressful and emotional time in their lives. 

 

              

    World Language Survey 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
The Parsippany-Troy Hills World Language program currently offers     
students instruction in Spanish, French, and Italian at the middle school 
and high school level. We created this survey to gather information from 
parents/guardians about views toward the PTHSD World Language       
program. 
 
The district is seeking parents’ input on potential new language opportuni-
ties for our students.  The survey closes January 18, 2019 
 

https://tinyurl.com/World-Language-Parent-Survey-2 

 

mailto:besargent@pthsd.net
mailto:besargent@pthsd.net
https://tinyurl.com/World-Language-Parent-Survey-2

